Prenatal diagnosis of funisitis: two case reports.
Acute funisitis is characterized by the infiltration of fetal neutrophils from the umbilical vessels into Wharton's jelly and presents as fetal inflammation. However, no reports about its prenatal diagnosis using ultrasonography have been published. We encountered one case of oligohydramnios at 26 weeks and another case of threatened premature delivery at 27 weeks of gestation with ultrasonographic findings of non-uniform thickening of Wharton's jelly, a heterogeneous internal echo, and a high echoic line of the umbilical vessel wall. Acute funisitis was diagnosed, and the postpartum histopathological examination revealed severe funisitis in both cases. To our knowledge, this is the first case report of prenatal diagnosis of funisitis determined using ultrasonography. When we find such ultrasonographic features under the circumstances of intrauterine infection, severe funisitis should be included in the differential diagnosis.